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1 . WASHINGTON POST REPORTER OBERDORFER TOLD DEP.ASST.SEC. 

SEELYE MORNING OF JULY 22 THAT HE HAD INFORMATION FROM 
"HIGHLY PLACED ADMINISTRATION SOURCE" THAT USG HAD AGREED 
IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA. WHILE SEELYE 
CAUTIONED THAT THIS SENSITIVE MATTER, POSSIBILITY OF THIS 
INFORMATION BEING PUBLISHED IN NEAR FUTURE IS DISTINCT 
POSSIBILITY. NO RPT NO QUESTIONS RAISED AT JULY 22 DEPART- 
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MENT PRESS BRIEFING ON THIS OR ANY OTHER MATTER RELATED TO 
SOMALIA OR ETHIOPIA. 

2. PRESS GUIDANCE ON IF ASKED BASIS ONLY, PREPARED FOR 
JULY 22 BRIEFING WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. HAS SOMALIA ASKED FOR U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE? 

A. THE GOVERNMENT OF SOMALIA HAS RAISED THE POSSIBILITY 
OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE WITH US AS THEY HAVE, WE UNDERSTAND, 
WITH A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. THEIR REQUEST IS BEING 
STUDIED. 

Q. IS THE ADMINISTRATION WILLING TO DELIVER ARMS TO 
SOMALIA? 

A. THE QUESTION OF US ARMS FOR SOMALIA IS ONE WHICH HAS 
TO BE STUDIED IN THE FRAMEWORK OF OUR OVERALL ARMS 
TRANSFER POLICY, AND IT IS BEING CONSIDERED IN THAT 
CONTEXT. WE HAVE NOT, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, 

SUPPLIED THE ARMS NOW REPORTEDLY BEING USED BY THE ETHNIC 
SOMALI FORCES IN THE OGADEN FIGHTING. 

Q. WHAT IS U.S. POLICY CONCERNING THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFERS 
OF U.S. ARMS TO SOMALIA? 
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SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 172367 

A. NO APPLICATION FOR THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFERS HAS BERN 
MADE, SO THE QUESTION HAS NOT ARISEN. 

3. FOR ADDIS ABABA AND MOGADISCIO: WOULD APPRECIATE 
YOUR VIEWS AS TO POSSIBLE LOCAL REACTION TO SURFACING OF 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DECISION IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY 
ARMS TO SOMALIA AND WHETHER EPMG SHOULD BE INFORMED PRIOR 
TO ASSUMED PUBLICATION THAT INFORMATION. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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